
1 

 

 

One of our members here at St. Paul’s spoke 

about what is special about Lutherans and noted 

that while Catholics have seven sacraments, and 

Jews have the Ten Commandments, Lutherans 

cannot help but go all out with their 95 Theses.  

Wordy Lutherans will be quick to tell you their 

own definitions of words like ‘grace.’ One of our 

favorite hymns is “I Love to tell the Story.”  

Paradoxically, Lutherans are also known for 

being shy.   

The very name “Lutheran” is a misnomer.  There 

are many groups that have had names imposed 

on them which eventually stuck.  In the United 

States people critical of one political party began 

referring to them as ‘Democrats’ because this 

implied they were for mob rule.  The name stuck.  

“Lutheran” was a name hurled at people who 

wanted a gospel-based emphasis on freedom and 

equality in the teachings of Jesus.  These people 

were called Lutherans just as other ‘heretical’ 

groups were given a label for one of their 

spokespersons or leaders.  This implied they 

were a cult following a person instead of 

Christians following Jesus.  The name stuck and 

would be defiantly embraced.    

Today there are varieties of Lutherans and they 

are organized into separate, distinct 

denominations.  There are basically two 

Lutheran denominations in the U.S., one 

generally liberal and the other espouses a 

conservative stance.  We at St. Paul’s belong to 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

 

(ELCA) which is considered liberal in that its 

clergy are not restricted to males, it allows for an 

historical-critical reading of the Bible and it 

welcomes other varieties of Lutherans and other 

Christians at worship as full participants.  The 

word Evangelical in that name is also something 

of a misnomer in that it has changed from the 

meaning it had for the earliest Lutherans; a word 

that in the 16th century meant “gospel-based” 

now means fundamentalist or conservative 

Christian.  When I speak of Lutherans I mean to 

say ELCA Lutherans. 

 

Lutherans Today 

ELCA Lutherans, since 2009, have allowed 

partnered Lesbian and Gay ministers to serve 

equally as straight clergy.  In 2014 the ELCA 

elected its first Gay Bishop (SW California) and 

elected a woman as the head of the national 

church (called the Presiding Bishop) for the first 

time.   

Many people would describe this as a loose form 

of Christianity which is lenient about its rules.  It 

is often thought of as a “lite” version of the 

church compared to traditional and conservative 

forms. For me, as someone who was raised in an 

active Catholic family and educated for sixteen 

years in Catholic schools, someone who adopted 

Lutheranism as an adult, this thinking is not 

entirely true.  The different approaches result 

from a different understanding of authority and a 

different view of the Bible.   

 

Lutherans maintain that most of the rules 

regarding worship, leadership structures and 

spirituality are arrived at by consensus and 

change with different circumstances.  That is the 

case even if they are found in the Bible.  For us 

the Bible is a higher authority than any Bishop or 

Pastor and no rules can be insisted upon without 

a clear Biblical warrant.  At the same time we do 

not see all of the Bible as equally true nor useful 

or helpful in every part.  We start with love and 

grace as Biblical principles and go from there.   

 

Lutheran 101 
By Jim O’Hanlon 

 
Martin Luther’s Rose 
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The National Church 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) came into existence in 1988.  From 

1962 to 1987 St. Paul’s had been part of a 

denomination called the Lutheran Church in 

America (LCA).  The LCA had often been 

considered the most theologically liberal and 

ecumenical branch in American Lutheranism, 

while also having conservative pietism in some 

rural and small-town congregations. In church 

governance, the LCA was clerical and 

centralized. LCA churches tended to be more 

formal liturgically than other Lutheran 

counterparts in the America.  Among the 

Lutheran churches in America, the LCA was the 

most similar to the official Lutheran churches in 

Europe. Merging with two other Lutheran 

denominations created the largest Lutheran body 

in America, the ELCA. 

The trend of American Lutherans toward the 

merging older churches is part the effort to shed 

old ethnic divisions from churches that were 

originally planted and governed from Europe.   

 

 

A brief history of St. Paul’s 

St. Paul’s has worshipped at five different 

locations from the time of its mission phase till 

today.   

On the third Sunday of January in 1865 a 

German language service was held at the First 

Presbyterian Church on North Main Street in 

Port Chester.  For a time worship continued at 

Sauers’ Hall on Main Street.  On April 15th forty-

one members called their first Pastor, Rev. 

William Buettner.  The Congregation called 

itself St. Paul’s German Evangelical Lutheran 

Church.  On July 5, 1866 a cornerstone was laid 

at South Water and William St. in East Port 

Chester, CT overlooking the Byram river.  This 

has been marked as the start of the congregation 

for all anniversaries.  The church building was 

dedicated at a ceremony on March 20, 1867.  In 

1872 the congregation was legally incorporated 

as German Evangelical Lutheran St. Paul’s 

Congregation.  Within ten years the congregation 

became self-supporting.  Major renovations were 

done and a cornerstone was inscribed with 1866 

and 1903. 

 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Lutheran_Church
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In 1908 the Sunday School added an English 

section and ten years later worship was 

conducted in English and German.  At that time 

women were first allowed to become voting 

members.  In June of 1933 the word “German” 

was officially dropped from the church’s title 

and the congregation voted to discontinue 

regular German language worship.  At that time 

the Pastor, Reverend Grunst, also served as 

President of the New York Conference, a 

position which today is called Bishop.  The 

church was damaged by two fires during the 

1920s and was quickly repaired.   

 

St. Paul’s was served by a parish worker by the 

name of Hyachinth Mordey in the 1960s.  She 

went on to become the first woman ordained in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metro New York.  In 2003 St. Paul’s called its 

first female pastor, Sharon Israel.   

ELCA Ecumenical Relations 

The drive to shed old ethnic divisions in forming 

a new church by broader cooperation and unity  

also led to closer ties with other Christians and 

other religions in a movement known as 

Ecumenism.   

The ELCA has formal agreements for 

cooperation and mutual recognition with six 

other Church bodies: Presbyterians, United 

Church of Christ and Reformed Churches in 

1997, the Episcopal and Moravian Churches in 

1999 and the United Methodist Church in 2009.  

Ongoing dialogues continue with African 

Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) and AME 

Zion, Disciples of Christ, Mennonites.  

Discussions with the Orthodox Church and the 

Roman Catholic Church have resulted in joint 

statements such as the “Joint Declaration on the 

Doctrine of Justification” with the Roman 

Catholic Church, and efforts to agree on the 

dating of Easter with the Orthodox Churches.  In 

2010, the Eleventh Assembly of the Lutheran 

World Federation (LWF) took the historic step 

of asking the Mennonites for forgiveness for past 

persecutions. In 2010 the ELCA and the AME 

Zion churches developed a Statement of 

Mission. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) and the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church (AME) have shared a 

relationship on the National Council   



 4 

of the Churches of Christ in the USA and other affiliations. Interest in establishing a bilateral dialogue has 

explored questions such as "Protest and Reform: A Study of Martin Luther and Richard Allen."  

“Understanding One Another: A Congregational Resource” was written in the hope that many 

congregations will use it to accomplish the goal of manifesting unity. 

Interfaith Relations and Cooperation 

The ELCA produces study guides relating to 

interfaith understanding.  Over the years, the 

ELCA has been engaged most deeply 

in Lutheran-Jewish and Lutheran-

Muslim relations.  These are our Abrahamic 

siblings.  Dialogue often results in working 

together with our interreligious partners through 

initiatives like the “Shoulder to Shoulder 

Campaign: Standing with American Muslims, 

Upholding American Values.”  In 1994 the 

ELCA voted to issue the “Declaration of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in North America 

to the Jewish Community” in which the church 

repudiated Luther’s anti-Semitic writings.  

“Since the 1960s we have worked together to 

combat common misinterpretations of Judaism 

and to identify areas of potential cooperation. 

When Christians and Jews see one another as 

siblings, this produces new opportunities for 

cooperation in local, national and international 

communities. It is important that Christians 

understand and stand firm against anti-Semitism. 

It is furthermore essential that Christians and 

Jews endeavor to establish relationships of trust, 

integrity and a shared vision of their place in the 

rich interreligious landscape.”    (From ELCA.org) 

 

Word of God 
 

Luther had a specific understanding of the Bible 

which has proven valuable down till today’s 

discussions and debates.  He foremost believed 

in making it accessible.  Today, in a world where 

people either dismiss the Bible as quaint, reject it 

as barbaric, or insist on applying it in a rigid and 

arrogant manner, Luther has a more complex and 

flexible approach that reveres the Word and 

allows questions about its relevance.  Some 

Christians (some Lutherans) insist that the Bible 

is inerrant, without any mistakes or 

inconsistencies.  The Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America, however, speaks of the Bible 

as the “source and norm” of our faith, a template 

and a beginning, not a totality of thought and 

understanding.   

 

Bishop Guy Erwin (Southwest California) writes 

that “Martin Luther stands out in the history of 

Christianity as a remarkably bold and free 

interpreter of Scripture.”  Lutherans do not see 

 

http://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Jewish-Relations
http://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Muslim-Relations
http://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Muslim-Relations
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the Bible as simply a book.  We see it as the 

Word of God.  Interestingly it is not the only 

Word of God.  The Bible speaks of Jesus as the 

Word and also considers any proclamation about 

Jesus and his salvific act as the Word of God.  

Beyond the printed pages of the Bible then, the 

Word of God is present in our lives in the 

spiritual presence of Christ and in the testimony 

from one person to others about who Jesus was 

and is.   

  

Bishop Erwin writes that “For Luther the text of 

Scripture isn’t holy because of its divine origin 

but because of the message of divine favor it 

contains… Luther sets the whole understanding 

of God’s revelation to God’s people first in a 

person and only secondarily in a text. Luther also 

saw the whole of Scripture through a template of 

law/gospel. “Law” and “gospel” as paired in a 

way that shows us our sin and graces us with 

God’s forgiveness. 

 

Reading through the Bible those parts where we 

see God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus is the 

gospel; the parts that do not show us only human 

weakness and limitation and judgment. We find 

both of these together as we read, confronting us 

with our sinfulness and also rescuing us from the 

power of sin. 

 

Bishop Erwin continues, “Suddenly, for Luther, 

law and gospel appear — simultaneously or 

parallel — everywhere in Scripture, both in the 

writings of the ancient law and in Jesus’ teaching 

of mercy and peace.  The old laws of the people 

of Israel become gospel as much as they were 

obviously law: law in that they demonstrate to an 

erring humankind the impossibility of achieving 

even the most basic of God’s commands; gospel 

in that they show God’s enduring love for 

humankind, a love that sees human achievement 

not in terms of maintaining purity or earning 

salvation but in humility and service to 

neighbor.” 

 

Erwin concludes, “This law-and-gospel 

simultaneity of judgment and redemption” was 

for Luther a basic way the Bible communicates 

God’s Word….  Luther applied his insights with 

astounding boldness. With these two basic 

principles, he elevated some parts of the Bible to 

great importance — while relegating others to 

relative insignificance — with what for us may 

seem like breathtaking assurance. This seems 

harder for us today, and our inclination is to 

cling to the sure and ancient. But Luther 

challenges us to believe more firmly and read 

more deeply — and not be afraid to search for 

the Word within the text.”  (Oct. 2009) 

 
 

The Charism (Spirit) of ELCA 

 Worship 

Lutherans emphasize music, education and 

community service.  The ELCA moto is “God’s 

Work. Our Hands.”   

 

While our history goes back 500 years, 

Lutherans see themselves first and foremost as 

Christians, people with a history that goes back 

to Jesus and therefore also back to the prophets 

and Moses.   

 

Lutherans tend (generally) to have formal 

worship with Bible readings each week set by an 

ecumenical schedule called the Revised 

Common 

Lectionary.  One 

exception to this 

attachment to the 

larger church in 

its liturgical 

expressions is the 

last Sunday in 

October which 

many Lutherans 

call “Reformation 

Sunday.”  Above all Lutherans stand for 

freedom; we see our embrace of tradition and 

connection to the larger mainline church 

collective as a choice we are free to make and 

many Lutherans will choose a different direction 

for their worship.   

 

 Education 
The ELCA considers education an important part 

of our calling with: 

 8 seminaries, 26 colleges, over 300 elementary 

and high schools, over 1,500 early childhood 

programs and145 camp and retreat centers. 
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These numbers do not include a 

significant number of Lutheran 

institutions not affiliated with the 

ELCA.   

 

 Social Services 
A Lutheran who often writes 

columns in mainstream media, 

Martin Marty, was once asked to 

describe the Charism, the essential 

spirit, of Lutherans.  He gave one 

word: Mercy.   

There are more than 300 

independent Lutheran health and 

human service organizations in 

thousands of communities all across 

the country and the Caribbean. The 

employees and volunteers treat illnesses of body 

and mind, provide care for the whole person in 

need, and strengthen and empower individuals 

and families to care for themselves, for one 

another, and for their communities.   Last year 

services were provided to nearly six million 

people -- or one in 50 Americans. The 

aggregated budgets of these organizations totaled 

over $16 billion dollars. 

 
Lutheran Heroes 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German 

Lutheran Pastor who studied in NYC for a year 

and left the safety of that school to join the 

resistance to Hitler and the Nazis.  A conspirator 

in a plot to kill Adolf Hitler, he was arrested and 

executed.  

Leymah Gbowee was one of two Liberians 

and three women awarded the Nobel peace prize 

in 2011 "for their non-violent struggle for the 

safety of women and for women's rights to full 

participation in peace-building work." They were  

responsible for leading a women's peace 

movement against a civil war in 2003. This 

enabled a free election in 2005 which saw 

Liberia become the first African nation to have a 

female president, Leymah’s fellow honoree Ellen 

Johnson Sirleaf.   

Leymah Gbowee is the narrator in the 2008 

documentary “Pray the Devil Back to Hell,” 

which covers the war period.  She is the author 

of “Mighty Be Our Powers: How Sisterhood, 

Prayer and Sex Changed a Nation at War”.  

Gbowee told a group of students:  “They have 

this song, ‘Order my steps in your ways, dear 

Lord,’ and every day as I wake up, that is my 

prayer, because there's no way that anyone can 

take this journey as a peacebuilder, as an agent 

of change in your community, without having a 

sense of faith.”  Shaping the interfaith character 

of the Liberian women's movement, Gbowee 

noted that others derive support from faiths 

different from hers:  “It could be Jesus, it could 

be Mohammed, it could be Buddha, but there is 

no way that you can effect change in people's 

lives if there is not someone that you can rely 

on.... God is faithful, whoever you know him to 

be.... Take a step of faith and God will see to the 

rest.” 

 
Leymah Gbowee in center with Tawakkul Karman and Ellen 

Johnson Sirleaf with the Nobel Peace Prize for 2011. 
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By the end of the seventeenth century, many 

Lutheran churches celebrated October 31 as a 

festival commemorating Martin Luther's posting of 

the Ninety-five Theses, a summary of abuses in the 

church of his time. At the heart of the reform 

movement was the gospel, the good news that it is 

by grace through faith that we are justified and set 

free.  The year 2017 will be marked as a celebration 

of the 500th Anniversary of that event.   

 

Martin Luther, Reformer 

November10, 1483 – February 18, 1546 

German monk, Roman Catholic priest, 

condemned heretic, professor of theology.  

Martin strongly disputed the claim that 

freedom from God's punishment for sin 

could be purchased with money.  His refusal 

to retract all of his writings at the demand 

of Pope Leo X  resulted in his 

excommunication by the Pope and 

condemnation as an outlaw by the Emperor. 

Luther taught that salvation and eternal life 

are not earned by good deeds but are 

received only as a free gift of God's grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ.  He challenged 

the authority of the Pope of the Roman 

Catholic Church by teaching that the Bible 

is the only source of knowledge from God 

and considered all baptized Christians to be 

one holy priesthood. His marriage to 

Katharina von Bora set a model for the 

practice of clerical marriage. 

We lift up the heart of our faith: the gospel 

of Christ—the good news—that makes us 

free! Though we give thanks for the events of 

the sixteenth-century Reformation that 

brought renewal to the church of that time, 

we pray that the Holy Spirit would continue 

to unite the church today in its proclamation 

and witness to the world. In the waters of 

baptism we are made one body; we pray for 

the day that all Christians will also be one 

at the Lord's table. 
 

 
 

Reformation—Then and Now 

 

In three years, Lutheran churches throughout 
the world will mark the five hundredth 
anniversary of the Reformation. In 1517 Martin 
Luther posted his Ninety-five Theses on the 
door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. That 
action sparked a series of reforms in 
theological understanding of grace, liturgical 
practice, accessibility of scripture in the 
common language, and much more. But the 
sixteenth-century Reformation was not a one-
time event. Reformation is ongoing. The 
church of Christ always stands in need of 
reform. As in Luther's age, so in ours: God's 
word is alive, speaks truth, and surprises with 
grace. Ancient texts speak to contemporary 
contexts to enliven our faith. Jeremiah's vision 
of God's new covenant is seen at the table 
when the cup is raised. Paul's declaration of 
justification by faith is shared at the font. 
Christ's truth sets us free for mission and 
ministry in Jesus' name.  
 

© 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved (Emended) 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_priest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theologian#Christian_Theology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Leo_X
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Excommunication
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outlaw
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Paul’s letter to the Romans, the third chapter. 
Paul's words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and the other Reformation leaders. No human 

beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with 

God through the divine activity centered in Christ's death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin 

and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For "no human being will be justified in his 

sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
21But now, apart from law, the 

righteousness of God has been disclosed, 

and is attested by the law and the prophets, 
22the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 

is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God; 24they 

are now justified by his grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 

sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 

effective through faith. He did this to show 

his righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over the sins 

previously committed; 26it was to prove at 

the present time that he himself is righteous 

and that he justifies the one who has faith 

in Jesus. 
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is 

excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by 

faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 
 

Søren  Kierkegaard  (1813 – 1855)  a Danish 

philosopher, theologian, poet, social critic, and 

religious author who is often considered to be the 

first existentialist philosopher. Raised a Lutheran, he 

wrote critically about Christianity.  His writing displays 

a fondness for metaphor, irony and parables. Much of 

his work deals with the art of Christian love. He was 

extremely critical of Christianity as a state religion, 

the Church of Denmark. He frequently attacked the 

complacency of the state church in its desire to be 

accepted by polite society rather than be a stumbling 

block.  In Kierkegaard's view the Church should not 

try to prove Christianity or even defend it. It should 

help the single individual to make a leap of faith.  

Faith involves making a commitment without proof. 

Kierkegaard thought that to have faith is at the same 

time to have doubt. So, for example, for one to truly 

have faith in God, one would also have to doubt one's 

beliefs about God; the doubt is the rational part of a 

person's thought involved in weighing evidence, 

without which the faith would have no real substance. 

Someone who does not realize that Christian doctrine 

is inherently doubtful and that there can be no 

objective certainty about its truth does not have faith 

but is merely credulous. For example, it takes no faith 

to believe that a pencil or a table exists, when one is 

looking at it and touching it. In the same way, to 

believe or have faith in God is to know that one has 

no perceptual or any other access to God, and yet still 

has faith in God.  Kierkegaard writes, "Doubt is 

conquered by faith, just as it is faith which has 

brought doubt into the world." 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_critic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existentialist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Denmark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leap_of_faith
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Sin boldly! 
- Jim O’Hanlon 

 

Martin Luther wrote hymns, two catechisms, 

sermons, lectures, explanations of doctrine, 

letters and volumes and volumes of 

commentaries.  The most famous of his 

enormous amount of quotes? Two words: “Sin 

boldly.” These two words have been used to 

oversimplify and misrepresent Luther but they 

represent him well.  They are an exaggeration 

but an intentional one.  His language here and 

elsewhere was hyperbolic but he wanted to 

make a sharp contrast between the way he 

understood scripture and how it was often 

portrayed in medieval times.  These two words, 

‘sin boldly,’ are meant to provoke questions 

and accusations because the idea was so 

huge for Luther that it invites exaggeration and 

excitement.  

 

A larger excerpt for this quote is revealing: 

 

"If you are a preacher of Grace, then preach 

a true,not a fictitious grace; if grace is true, 

you must bear a true and not a fictitious 

sin. God does not save people who are only 

fictitious sinners. Be a sinner and sin 

boldly, but believe and rejoice in Christ 

even more boldly. For he is victorious over 

sin, death, and the world. As long as we are 

here we have to sin. This life in not the 

dwelling place of righteousness but, as 

Peter says, we look for a new heavens and 

a new earth in which righteousness dwells.. 

. . Pray boldly-you too are a mighty sinner." 

 

This was written on August 1 in the year 1521.  

It was the summer when Luther grew a big 

beard as a disguise and changed his name to 

Junker Jörg (that is, George the Knight). He 

was hiding out in a castle called the Wartburg. 

He had been excommunicated by the Pope in 

January, and was under an imperial ban that 

made him an outlaw: wanted dead or alive. He 

made good use of the time by translating the 

New Testament into German –which was a 

further infringement of law; a good use of time 

for a bold outlaw. This quote “sin boldly” is from 

a letter to his friend and fellow reformation 

leader Philip Melanchthon. 

 

He wrote these words during this intense 

period of his life and a professor G. C. 

Berkouwer explains the thinking in a recent 

article. With these two words –whatever the 

libertine may do with it– Luther intended to 

remove “the terror of the believer who has 

discovered some sin in themselves and has 

now lost sight of the grace of God. An 

abundance of grace can subdue the power of 

sin.…   In order to express the 

superabundance of grace, (Luther) contrasts it 

–in a vehement way– with (the image of) a 

thousand sinful enormities a day.” His intention 

is not to encourage anarchy but to “upset the 

thinking that would make sin and grace of 

equal weight, and therefore he exhorts the 

sinner to have courage.” 

 

We might think of grace and sin as evenly 

matched or evenly applied.  If we have a small 

sin God will apply an appropriate weight of 

grace, goes the thinking.  A small sin would 

have God dispense, for example, two grams of 

grace, and a larger sin might need ten grams.  

It is a view of God as a stingy guardian of 

grace.  But in the gospel, and indeed 

throughout scripture, we see a description of a 

grace that is freely poured out.  God’s grace is 

not measured and rationed; it is overflowing.  

Our sins should not weigh on our conscience if 

we truly understand God’s grace.  We should 

not think our sins are insignificant but they are 

nothing compared to the grace of God. 

 

In many churches the Lord’s prayer is 

introduced by saying,“we are bold to pray” to 

God and call him “Our Father.” 

 

https://www.facebook.com/notes/pastor-jim/sin-boldly/10152136281164979
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This prayer is bold. We do not take it upon 

ourselves to address God in this way. We have 

Jesus to teach us this prayer.  

 

We pray like Abraham in a way that is both 

humble and bold.  We are told to be persistent 

in prayer, mostly because the more we pray 

the less stuff we are likely to ask for and the 

more understanding we will have. 

 

Prayer works.  It works on us. 

 

If you pray once a year, if you usually pray only 

when you’re in a crisis, decide that you are 

going to pray each day, or at least once a 

week. 

 

In order to pray more, it might be good to get 

yourself a prayer partner.  Our sister of blessed 

memory, Corinne, spoke to her brother Fred 

each day.  And they prayed.  Ask someone to 

be your prayer partner.  Decide on this or 

another way to grow in prayer. If you get a 

prayer partner, agree on a day of the week to 

phone or meet for a brief prayer. Have a simple 

set prayer ready and use each time unless 

something more timely suggests itself. Each 

person should share one prayer concern. 

Agree on a length of weeks or a season to pray 

through together: e.g., for the summer, for the 

next six months, during a year before a big 

transition, during three months after a loss. 

 

God is not holding out for your prayers.  God 

does not dole out grace as earned.  Prayer 

does not get you into heaven but you can see 

how close heaven is to you today with prayer.  

The mature prayer that Jesus gives us will 

teach us and touch us as often as we say it.  

 

“God does not save people who are only 

fictitious sinners.”  wrote Martin Luther, “Be a 

sinner and sin boldly, but believe and rejoice in 

Christ even more boldly. For he is victorious 

over sin, death, and the world.... Pray boldly - 

you too are a mighty sinner." 
 

 
 

The Cross of Christ calls us to attend to 

the suffering. 
 

The theology of the Cross is a term coined by 

Martin Luther to refer to a theology that posits 

the cross as God’s method of saving. It is 

contrasted with the theology of glory which 

places greater emphasis on human abilities 

and human reason such as the soaring triumph 

of a cathedral, the heroic efforts of work with 

the profoundly poor or the moving music of an 

accomplished oratorio. 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer would use this theology to 

critique the spirit of his time.  A German Lutheran 

pastor, theologian, he participated in the German 

resistance movement against Nazism and helped 

found the Confessing Church which rejected the 

church that embraced Nazism.  The cross became 

important in his rejection of the idolatry of a great 

leader who brought great success and triumph to a 

nation.  Bonhoeffer saw a different way: “Jesus' call 

to bear the cross places all who follow him in the 

community of the forgiveness of sins.  Forgiving 

sins is the Christ-suffering required of his disciples.  

It is required of all Christians.”  To Bonhoeffer the 

cross calls Christians to see the suffering around 

them as a call to action.   

 

In his prison letters, Bonhoeffer questioned the role 

of the church in a "world come of age", where 

human beings no longer need a metaphysical God 

to cope with human limitations.  He contemplated 

the emergence of a "religionless Christianity." Such 

a distinction between faith and religion came from 

his mentor Karl Barth.  Bonhoeffer voiced a critical 

view of religion as the "garment" of faith. Having 

witnessed the complete failure of the German 

Protestant church as an institution in the face of 

Nazism, he saw a need for a renewal of 

Christianity.  His focus on the cross owed much to 

Luther’s ideas but he also challenged the notion 

that Christians should despair of making real 

improvement in this world by their efforts which was 

also, for some, a less helpful legacy of Luther. 
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Revivals 
A lay movement emerged in 18th century 

Europe to counter Rationalism with a revival 

known as the Awakening. Those associated 

with this Awakening held that reason was 

insufficient and pointed out the importance of 

emotional religious experience.  

Small groups sprang up, often in universities, 

which devoted themselves to Bible study, 

reading devotional writings, and revival 

meetings. The emphasis of the Awakening 

gradually focused on restoring the traditional 

liturgy, doctrine, and confessions of the 

Lutheranism.  This Awakening swept through 

all of Scandinavia.  In Norway, Hans Nielsen 

Hauge, a lay street preacher, emphasized 

spiritual discipline and sparked the Haugean 

movement.  This Awakening drove the growth 

of foreign missions to non-Christians to its 

golden age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EIN' FESTE BURG  

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

by Martin Luther 

 

 

1.  A mighty fortress is our God, 

a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 

and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe, 

Is sworn to work us woe, 

with craft and dreadful might 

he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

 

2.  God’s Word forever shall abide, 

no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side 

with weapons of the Spirit. 

If they should take our house, 

 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 to wrench our life away, 

 they cannot win the day. 

 The kingdom’s ours forever! 

 

3. And though this world, with devils filled,  
 should threaten to undo us,  
 we will not fear, for God hath willed  
 his truth to triumph through us.   
 The Prince of Darkness grim,  
 we tremble not for him;  
 his rage we can endure,  
 for lo, his doom is sure;  
 one little word shall fell him. 
 
4. That word above all earthly powers,  
 no thanks to them, abideth;  
 the Spirit and the gifts are ours,  
 thru him who with us sideth.   
 Let goods and kindred go,  
 this mortal life also;  
 the body they may kill;  
 God's truth abideth still;  
 his kingdom is forever. 
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If you’d like a 
congregation with 
spiritual worship, 
compassionate 
outreach to the 
needy and 
intellectually 
engaged questions 
about faith, St. 
Paul’s could be for 
you.   

 

 

 

 
Lutherans might be described as a hybrid between 

Protestants and Roman Catholics because we 

have a strong grounding in worship and 

sacraments but we have a more congregational 

style of organizing and administering our mission. 

 

St. Paul’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church  
St. Paul’s is part of a denomination that believes 

men and women are equally capable of leading 

and serving the church in any role.  We elect our 

leaders and Pastors 

and make important 

decisions as a group 

focused on the 

wisdom of scripture.  

We cooperate with 

the other local, 

regional and national 

Lutheran churches, 

about a dozen in 

Westchester.  About 

200 congregations in 

the metropolitan New 

York area are 

organized into a 

“Synod” with Bishop 

elected to a six year 

term.  Ordained 

ministers and lay 

leaders constitute delegates to a national 

convention (Assembly) which constitutes our 

highest legislative body.  This gathering happens 

every three years and elects a national Bishop. 

 

So who is Saint Paul? 

St. Paul is the apostle who took the message of the 

gospel -- that God has set us free from sin and 

death -- to the farthest reaches of his world.  In 

doing this he was rejecting notions of national, 

religious and cultural separations and preached a 

message of equality between sisters and brothers 

in Christ.  He founded churches that were 

spiritually active, socially concerned and united 

across old divisions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

And this guy, Martin Luther? 

Martin Luther is in our world history books as part 

of the modern movement away from feudalism and 

towards democracy.  Among historical turning 

points like the Magna Carta of 1215 is Luther’s 

protest of 1517 which brought an end to the 

monopoly of Christendom and helped make belief a 

matter of individual conscience.  Lutherans have a 

strong tradition of music and worship, especially 

choral singing.  The Lutheran style of Christianity 

began to emerge in Germany  500 years ago.  

Lutherans believe in organizing the grass roots and 

therefore emphasize education.   

 

Today’s Lutherans. 
There are 26 Lutheran colleges and universities 

across the U.S and many more networks of 

hospitals and social service organizations.  Today 

there are more Lutherans in Africa or Asia than 

Europe and congregations are found all across the 

world.   

 

Answering God’s call. 
We are rich in history and actively engaged 

in today's social and ethical issues.  Through it all 

we rejoice in our blessings and seek to be a 

community of faith and support.   

 

 

St. Paul's 

Evangelical Lutheran  
Church in America 

 

EXPLORING FAITH + Nurturing Community 

stpaulsrb.wix.com/st-pauls-church 
 

761 King Street Rye Brook, NY 10573 
Pastor Jim O’Hanlon  (914) 939-8170 

What the heck is a Lutheran? 
 

http://stpaulsrb.wix.com/st-pauls-church

